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20 October 1854

Holland, Michigan

In the minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church, it was reported that the
costs of building the new church were more than expected. Cutbacks were designated
and permission was granted to borrow $100 to purchase the wood to finish work on the
church floor. Also, only $350 had been contributed to Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte's
salary during the current year. At a congregational meeting on the same day, $7.50 was
declared due from every member. "Payment in work or goods will no longer take place."

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 109-111.
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Meeting of October 20, 1854
Present were: Elders J. Labots, Jonkers, Apeldoorn, Wilterdink, and Hekhuis; and
Deacons Wilterdink and Keppel.
ARTICLE 1 — Rev. van Raalte led in prayer.
ARTICLE 2 — Elders Hekhuis and Apeldoorn were assigned the task of caring for the
house of Mrs. Harkema.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Keppel proposes bon-owing $100.00 from Mr. Knol, in order to
finish work on the church floor and to make it possible to begin preaching
services in the still unfinished church. Further finishing the work is inconceivable
because of the lack of money in the congregation. There is general agreement if,
indeed, Mr. Knol will loan the money for five years.
ARTICLE 4 — The contractors for the church report concerning the progress of the new
building. It becomes apparent that the expenses for the church are exceeding the
estimate. They declare that the project would become a disaster for them if they
do not receive support. They request permission to eliminate flooring in the
church tower, as well as some additional building material in the vaulted ceiling
area. They also ask for postponement of the finishing work so that they may earn
money to provide for their daily bread, and, finally, they ask for a monetary
subsidy. Permission was granted to eliminate the flooring in the tower, as well as
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the second request, if, in the judgment of the supervisors, this will not occasion harmful
drafts, which would make it impossible to have worship services in the church
until it was completely finished.
They were also granted permission to postpone work on the pillars until the end of May,
1855. One-half of the workers will be permitted to seek other work in order to
provide for their essential needs. This is done with the understanding that they
will enclose the
church, making it possible for our using it by January, 1855.
Concerning the monetary subsidy, it was decided to reflect carefully on this matter and
then to present it for the approbation of the congregation. However, if a subsidy
is to be given, this can only happen by loaning funds from the congregation which
will require payment of interest. The amount taken out of the congregational
funds is intended to pay up the obligations to Plugger.
ARTICLE 5 — The consistory informs the pastor that at the meeting of the congregation
held today, the following decision was made: The congregation was informed
that the receipts for the pastor's salary for the past year were $350.00. This sum
is entirely inadequate and has occasioned the fact that the pastor is in debt. The
members
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who have paid $7.50 or more, in harmony with the congregational decision of last year,
consider it only fair that the other members pay the specified obligation for the
support of the pastor. This unanimous vote was confirmed by the raising of
hands. Each member will be obligated to pay the previously designated amount
of $7.50 before the end of the year. Payment in work or goods will no longer
take place. If this amount is not brought up without sufficient lawful reasons,
based on inability to pay, a public rebuke will be administered.
At the same time, it was decided that the debt still remaining, dating back to the last two
years, must be determined. Consequently, each member will be required to
indicate what he has given. This statement will be considered as valid evidence in
seeking to determine the amount still owed and requiring compensation.
ARTICLE 6 — The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Elder
Wilterd ink.

A. C. van Raalte
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